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MAIN FEATURES

Employment

Seasonally adjusted, the estimated aumber of employed peopie in NSW in October 1994 was 2,681,000, a decrease
of 0.4% from September 1994. In the twelve months since October 1993 there was an increase of 3.3%. Nationally,
the seasonally adjusted number of employed people decreased by 0.1% between September 1994 and October 1994,
but increased by 3.4% over the twelve month period.

Unemployment

The seasonally adjusted estimate of the number of nnemployed people in NSW in October 1994 was 259,600, a fail
of 15,400 from the previous moath and 60,200 from October 1993. The seasonally adjusted unempioyment rate fell
from 93% in September 1994 (o 8.8% in October 1994. Nationaily, the seasonally adjusted unemployment rate
dropped to 9.1% in October 1994,

New Motor Vehicle Registrations
The seasonaliy adjusted figure for new motor vehicle registrations in NSW firmed with an increase of 10.6% from
September 1994 to 20,183 in October 1994.

Building Approvais

The seasonally adjusted number of new dwelling units approved in NSW in September 1994 fell by 19.0% from
the previous month’s record high of 6,060. Despite this high percentage fall, the figure for September 1994 is still
the second highest figure since August 1988,

Finance
Between Auguast 1994 and September 1994 the value of housing finance commitments for owner occupation in
NSW fell by 8.3%, slightly more than the 7.2% decrease recorded nationally.

The value of personai finance commitments in September 1994 decreased by 10.1% and was 9.9% lower than in
September 1993. The value of commercial finance commitments decreased by 7.0% over Aungust 1994 but was
7.0% higher than in September 1993,

NOTES

This publication provides information on a wide range of Current publications produced by the ABS are listed in
economic indicators which are the latest available at the the Catalogue of Publications (1101.0). A Publications
time of publication. In a number of cases, figures appear- Advice (1105.0) is issued on Tuesdays and Fridays which
ing in this summary are preliminary and are subject to lists publications to be released in the next few days.
revision in subsequent issues. These publications are available from any ABS office.

For detailed explanatory notes and definions for the items
shown in this publication, readers are refemred to the specific GREG BRAY
ABS publications, Deputy Commonwealth Statistician

INQUIRIES: *  for further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related
unpublished statistics, contact Sue Furlong on Sydney (02) 268 4466 or any ABS office.
» for information about other ABS statistics and services piease contact [nformation Services on
Sydney (02) 268 4611 or any ABS office.




NATIONAL ECONOMY

Latest Change over Chan
Indicator Unit W Wg;nod 8¢ ;;z:
National Accounts percentage change,
average 19899 prices, (seasonally adiusted)—
Gross non-farm product per cent June qir 94 0.8 38
Gross domestic product per cent June qtr 94 0.7 37
Figures for preceding periods
Figure
Latest Latest One period  Two periods Three pertods one year
indicaior Unit period Sfigure ago ago ago ago
Raiance of payments—
Merchandise exports Sm Sept. 94 5,289 5,298 5.393 5231 5413
Merchandise imports $m Oct. 94 264 6,061 —6,692 -5,975 -5.557
Balance on merchandise trade $m Sept. 94 772 —1,3%4 —582 [ —289
Balance on goods and services $m Sept. 94 -1,159 —i,582 ' -729 -276 =708
Balance on current account $m Sept. 94 2434 —2,683 —1,845 -1,782 --1,860
Balance on current account
fseasonally adjusted) Sm Sapr. 94 1,809 -2.113 —1.751 —1,.547 —i. {78
Terms of trade for goods and services—
Index {seasonally adfjusted) 198690 = 100 June qtr %4 87.8 88.0 875 §7.3 371
Exchange Rates at end of period—
SUS/SA Sept. 94 0.7393 0.7425 0.7393 0.7281 0.6453
Trade weighted index of
value SA May 1970 = 100 Sept. 94 53.4 539 339 53.0 473
Interest Rates—
Prime rate {(Sowrce: Reserve Bank) per cent Oct. 94 9.00-9.73 8.95-8.75 8.95-9.00 8.959.00 8.959.00
BALANCE OF PAYMENTS GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT, AUSTRALIA
AUSTRALIA SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
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NEW SOUTH WALES IN RELATION TO OTHER STATES AND AUSTRALIA
(per cent)
Latest
Indicator period NSW Vie. Qid 84 WA Tas. Aust.
Unemployment rate (seasonally adjusted) Oct, 94 4.8 9.8 9.0 10.4 7.5 10.8 9.4
Percentage change from previous year—
Employed persons Oct. 94 33 29 53 25 4.1 24 35
Congumer price index: ail groups Sept. qr 94 2.1 1.5 24 2.0 2.0 2.] [.9
Average weekly emplayee earnings:
full-time adult ordinary time May 94 kR 36 2.6 1.8 3.0 32 33
Retail mmover (trend estimates) Sept. 94 8.9 84 82 6.6 7.2 32 B2
New motor vehicle registrations Oct, 94 335 199 14.6 9.9 17.0 19.7 216
Dwelling units approved Sept. 94 278 28 24 178 10.0 =32 10.1
Value of non-residential building approved Sept. 94 —40.3 -6.4 ~56.2 -29.8 ~27.0 -61.0 —38.9
Value of all buildings approved Sept. 94 55 1.8 ~17.1 4.9 20 =216 -29
Value of engineering comstruction work done June qtr 94 0.4 9.1 6.0 —25.1 2.0 -17.0 1.0
Room occupancy rate in licensed hotels and motels etc, June gir 94 6.6 7.1 5.4 2.6 8.5 13.5 6.5
Actual private new capital ¢xpenditure June qtr 94 253 0.3 13.0 5.5 103 —34.6 16.8
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NEW SOUTH WALES IN RELATION TO AUSTRALIA

New South Wales Australia
Change Change Change Change
from from same from from same
prior perind prior period
_ Larest Latest period prior year Latest period prior year
Indicaror Unit period figure (per cent) (per cent figure (per cent) (per cent}
Popuiation
Estimated resident population 000 Mar qu 94 6,041 0.30 0.82 17,803 0.32 0.99
Civilian population aged 15 years and over *000 Oct. 94 4,759 0.08 1.04 13,989 0.11 1.24
Labour Force
Employed persons—{ull-time (original series} "0 Oct. 94 2,071 -0.4 2.6 6,078 0.6 26
—-ictal (original series) 000 Oct. 94 2,681 —-1.1 33 8,035 0.7 35
—iotal (seasonaily adjusted) ‘006 Ccr. 94 2,681 .4 3.3 7,999 ~0.1 34
Unemployed persons—{original series) 600 Gct. 94 247 -10.0 -18.7 753 -9.3 -18.5
—seasonally adjusted) ‘W00 Oct. 94 260 5.6 -i88 305 -38 -16.48
Labour force {seasonally adjusted) ‘000 Oct. 34 2.941 0.8 08 8.804 .5 i.2
Participation rate (seasonally adjusted) per cent Oet. 94 61.8 —L 0.2 62.9 0.6 0.0
Unemployment rate {seasonally adjusted) per cent Oct. 94 8.8 —5.4 =20.0 9.1 -2 —{8.0
Job vacancies 000 Aug. %4 28 59.0 91.5 69 39.1 76.0
Weskly paid overtime per employee hours Aug. 94 1.2 —146.1 -63 1.3 -1.4 103
Average Weekly Employee Earnings
Full-time adult ordinary fime earmings (trend estimates)  § May 94 632.70 L 39 615.99 0.9 31
All employees total earnings (trend estimates) 5 May 94 546.80 0.8 0.9 530.67 0.9 2.3
industrial Disputes-——Working days lost 000 Aug. 94 17.5 66.2 -8 372 4.0 —48.6
Consumer Price Index, All Groups 1989-00=100 Sept. qir 94 il10 049 21 111.9 0.6 1.9
Retail Turnover {trend estimates) Sm Sept. 94 3093 0.4 89 8,916 0.6 8.2
New Motor Vehicle Registrations {seasonally adjusted) No. Oet. 94 20,183 0.6 328 55,79¢ 13.7 22.8
Passenger vehicles {seasonally adjusted) No. Oct. 94 17,2350 11.9 332 46,786 14.7 234
Other motor vehicles (excl. moior cyeles) (seas. adi} No. Oct. 94 2,933 1.2 303 9,013 9.2 97
Production
Clay bricks (seasonally adjusted) (a) mitfion Sept. 94 59,303 4.2 4.3 156 0.5 50
Electricity {seasonally adjusted) mill kWh Sept. 94 4,768 -5.2 38 13.603 0.4 26
Gas fseasonally adjusted) (a} terajoules Sept. 94 3371 i1 5.1 53,306 4.3 i3.0
Overseas Trade
Imports $m Sept. 94 2,713 -13.0 152 6,015 -87 124
Exports, Australian produce Sm Sept. 54 1,207 0.67 24 5,091 0.0 2.7
Tourism
Owverseas visitor short-term arrivals 000 Aug. 94 119 -6.2 14.8 265 6.2 10.5
Resident overseas short-term departures 000 Aug. %4 72 -13.6 13 180 -17.8 0.6
Licznsed hotels, motels etc. with facilities—
Guest nights 000 June qr 94 4,826 -6.7 6.0 14,209 -5.0 62
Rootn occupancy rate per cent  June qr 94 538 -53 33 54.1 -3.2 6.5
Building
Approvals—
New dwelling units (seasonally adfusted)} No. Sept. 94 4,906 —-i9.0 26.9 16,876 —-3.3 2.7
Vaiue of new restdential building (seasonatly adj) m Sept. 94 Si6 -27.4 38.0 1,551 3.4 216
Value of non-residential bnilding im Sept. 94 207 —55.0 -403 564 —35.2 -38.9
Value of all building $m Sept, 94 920 -20.5 55 2413 —17.2 =29
Commencements—
New dwelling units No. June qmr 94 13391 3.7 18.9 46,929 15.0 1.1
Value of new residential buildings (b} $m June qo 94 1,250 283 200 4,015 16.6 143
Value of non-residential building (b) $m June qtr 94 21 5.0 L] 2,56% 6.0 25.6
Value of all butiding (b) Sm June qtr 94 2235 19.8 16.5 7,201 13.3 18.6
Value of work done in period (b) $m June qtr 94 2254 17.6 9.4 6,725 16.0 109
Engineering Construction
Private contractors—
Value of work commenced $m June gtr 94 426 ~42.4 ~13.5 1,734 -4.5 15.1
Value of work done $m June gtr 94 597 -4.0 18.0 1,758 2.6 5.8
Value of work yet to be done $m June qr 94 948 ~14.6 12.5 2,838 0.1 11.1
Value of work done by public sector $m June qir 94 667 473 -114 1,790 423 33
Finance
Housing finance for owner occupation—secured
commitments to individuals by significant lenders $m Sept, 94 1336 83 43 3,988 ~72 3.0
Personal finance commitments—significant lenders $m Sept. %4 693 -10.1 -59 2,097 -8.9 03
Commercial finance commitments—significant lenders  $m Sept. 94 3,846 -1.0 7.0 8214 9.5 58
Savings bhalances at end of month—
All banks (c){d¥Source: Reserve Bank) $m Sept. 94 108,236 0.0 (&) 243,425 0.7 83
Building societies $ra Aug, %4 3,126 1.1 13.1 11,166 12 -1.0
Credit unions Sm Aug. 94 4,810 0.5 89 11,141 0.8 9.7
Actual New Fixed Capital Experditure (f) Sm June qtr 94 2,444 373 253 7,636 s 168
New buildings and structures (original series) $m June qir 94 503 424 252 1,970 13.2 89
Equipment, plant and machinery (originai series) Sm June qr 94 1,942 36.0 253 35,666 38.3 19.9
ta) Inchides Australian Capital Temitory. (b) Average 1989-90 prices. (¢) Average of weekly deposit baiances.
td) Savings and trading bask series are combined following changes tw the Bguking Acr 1959, (¢} Unavailable owing 1o

revisions being done patiomally only. (f) By private enterprises.
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